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"Reports" are full fledged scientific papers, often accompanied by a trans-
script of the discussion that came after their presentation. However, these
are followed by "Communications" that range in length from three sen-
tences to nearly six pages in content (and on page 17 is a note that one
paper was not received at all). To compound the problem, the shorter
"Communications" are printed on only one side of a page. Reports are pre-
sented in either English or French, and are gathered into four sections
(Problems of Synthesis and Methodology, Autoradiography and Electron
Microscopy, Specific Receptors, and Biochemical and Pharmacological
Mechanisms). The great bulk of the papers deal with the use of weak beta
ray emitters 14C and 3H. There is but one reference to an organometal,
and little mention of gamma ray emitters (1311, 71Ge and 75Se each obtain
single mention). The dust jacket of the volume states that the "rapid pro-
gress made over the last ten or fifteen years has slowed down" and that
attention focused on methods and apparatus. For this limited range, the
book may serve the purpose of acting as a guidepost along the broadening
use of radioisotopes in tracing the distribution and metabolism of pharma-
ceuticals.
RICHARD P. SPENCER
HUMAN BLOOD AND SERUM GROUPS. By Otto Prokop and Gerhard Uhlen-
bruck. New York, Interscience (John Wiley and Sons), 1969. xii, 891
pp.$45.00.
A short seventy years ago Landsteiner first described an inherited charac-
teristic of human blood, the ABO groups. No doubt he envisioned that
other blood groups existed, but perhaps even Landsteiner would be awed
by the diversity and complexity of human blood and serum groups as we
understand them now. The genetics and nomenclature of the Rhesus sys-
tem, which so many of us suffered over in medical school, is like child's
play compared to today's concepts of leukocyte or gamma globulin groups.
Can one book by two authors really do the field justice? Probably not
much longer, for Prokop and Uhlenbruck say in their forward, "It seems
inevitable that the whole field will have to be covered ultimately by many
authors in a whole series of manuals and textbooks." Their caution not-
withstanding, these authors have written an outstanding summary of cur-
rent knowledge that must rank as an authoritative starting place for any-
one interested in blood or serum groups.
This text was published in German in 1966 and translated in 1969, al-
though the "translation" includes new chapters, recent references, and
changes that make the English edition more up to date than a 1966 pub-
lishing date would suggest.
There are two main virtues of this book. The first is that a complete
review of the German literature becomes easily available. One need only
scan the 147 page bibliography to realize how extensive this is. The second
virtue is completeness, for Prokop and Uhlenbruck have left almost no
facet of the field unmentioned. Unfortunately the reader gets little guidance,
so that controversial areas or those of lesser importance are not well de-
fined; for example, the subgroups of 0, the Helix agglutinins, or ten differ-
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ent ways to produce Coombs serum are described with little or no attempt
to define how important they are in the overall scheme of human blood
and serum groups. But perhaps because this is a reference book it is more
important to detail everything than to discuss those areas that the authors
deem important. Some subjects, the Lewis, the I, i, and the leukocyte
groups, for example, are discussed in less detail than I prefer, but this may
be because the bulk of the text is five years old and much information in
these areas is of recent vintage.
There are excellent chapters on the immunology and the chemistry of
blood group substances, good detail about the origins of the isoagglutinins,
and subjects like the origin of the blood groups that are rarely so well sum-
marized. I particularly enjoyed the biographical sketches of famous people
in the field, and the very nice historical perspective on all subjects. Human
Blood and Serum Groups will no doubt be used extensively as a reference
source. As such, it is more than adequate.
JOSEPH R. BOVE
CIRCULATORY DRUGS. Pharmacological and Clinical Approach for the Detec-
tion and Evaluation of New Circulatory Drugs. Edited by A. Bertelli. New
York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1969. lx, 332 pp.
The proceedings of an international symposium organized by the Italian
Association for Clinical Pharmacology and held at Milan in December,
1967, are presented in this book. An attempt was made to include both
laboratory and clinical studies of various drugs falling into three main cate-
gories: coronary dilating drugs, anti-hypertensive drugs, and analeptic
drugs. There are 35 papers, each averaging about nine pages on a wide
variety of general and specific subjects concerning the actions of both well-
known and experimental drugs. Although a few interesting bits of informa-
tion are to be found in this collection of papers, many of the reports are
poorly organized and written in bad English. They demonstrate a wide
range of scientific merit.
This book will be of principal use to those involved in basic and clinical
pharmacologic research who may be able to glean a few interesting facts
or ideas pertinent to their own investigations by browsing through this
publication.
A. V. N. GOODYER
ANALYTICAL SEROLOGY OF MICROORGANISMS. Volume II. Edited By J. B. G.
Kwapinski. New York, Interscience (John Wiley and Sons, Inc.), 1969.
681 pp. $27.00.
This is the second volume of a systematic work called "Microbial Serology"
which was preceded by a general part, "Methods of Serological Research."
It is not concerned with serological details or techniques; it rather presents
in a most comprehensive form a survey of the serological characteristics
of those bacterial families (Orders Pseudomonadales and Eubacteriales)
that include most known human pathogens. Actinomycetales, Spirochaetales,
and Mycoplasmatales were discussed in Volume I.
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